
 

 

    

U N I T E D   S T A T E S   A I R   F O R C E 

 
COLONEL MARK G. CZELUSTA 

Colonel Mark G. Czelusta is Commander of Squadron Officer 
College (SOC) and Commandant, Squadron Officer School (SOS) at 
Air University, Maxwell AFB, Ala.  The College’s team of 134 civilian 
and military faculty develops and executes Professional Military 
Education for 16,000 company grade officers annually, preparing 
them to fly, fight and win in air, space and cyberspace and 
motivating these Airmen to value their role in the profession of arms.  
 
Colonel Czelusta earned his commission from the United States Air 
Force Academy in 1989. Highlights of his career include experience 
as a supply/logistics officer at Charleston Air Force Base, S.C., and 
multiple flying assignments at Pope Air Force Base, N.C.; Yokota Air 
Base, Japan; and Little Rock Air Force Base. He commanded an 
operations support squadron and has two tours as a C-130 
squadron commander supporting operations Enduring and Iraqi 
Freedom. Furthermore, he commanded an expeditionary operations 
group supporting operations Enduring and Iraqi Freedom. His staff 
experience includes responsibilities as United States Transportation 
Command's Chief of Contingency Plans and Chief of the European 
Deployment and Distribution Operations Center. Prior to assuming his current position, Colonel Czelusta was 
the Commander of the 314th Airlift Wing, Little Rock AFB, Ark. 
 
Colonel Czelusta is a command pilot with more than 3,300 hours and a graduate of the U.S. Air Force 
Weapons School. 
 
EDUCATION 
1989 Bachelor of Science degree in Russian studies, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, Colo. 
1991 Master of Public Policy degree in national security policy, University of Maryland, Md. 
1993 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 
1999 United States Air Force Weapons School, Little Rock AFB, Ark. and Nellis AFB, Nev. 
2002 Air Command and Staff College, by correspondence 
2003 Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kan. 
2003 Master of Military Arts and Sciences, Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kan. 
2004 Air War College, by correspondence 
2008 George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies Senior Fellowship Program, Garmisch, 
Germany 
2010 Center for Creative Leadership, USAF Leadership Enhancement Program, Greensboro, N.C. 
2011 Joint Forces Staff College, Joint Professional Military Education II, Norfolk, Va. 
2011 USAF Enterprise Leadership Seminar, Darden School of Business, University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville, Va. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
1. June 1989 - July 1991, graduate student and MacArthur Fellow, University of Maryland, Md. 



 

 

2. July 1991 - August 1992, student, undergraduate pilot training, Reese AFB, Texas 
3. August 1992 - May 1995, flight commander, 437th Supply Squadron, Charleston AFB, S.C. 
4. May 1995 - June 1999, copilot, aircraft commander, instructor pilot and flight commander, 2nd Airlift 
Squadron, Pope AFB, N.C. 
5. June 1999 - December 1999, C-130 Weapons Instructor Course, Little Rock AFB, Ark. & Nellis AFB, Nev. 
6. December 1999 - May 2002, Commander, Wing Weapons and Tactics Flight, and wing weapons officer, 
374th Operations Support Squadron, Yokota AB, Japan 
7. May 2002 - June 2003, student, Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kan. 
8. June 2003 - May 2005, Chief, Contingency Plans Branch, U.S. Transportation Command, Scott AFB, Ill. 
9. June 2005 - June 2007, Commander, 463rd Operations Support Squadron, Little Rock AFB, Ark. 
10. June 2007 - April 2008, Senior Fellow, George C. Marshall Center, Garmisch, Germany 
11. April 2008 - July 2009, Chief, European Deployment and Distribution Operations Center, U.S. European 
Command, Stuttgart, Germany 
12. July 2009 - July 2010, Commander, 386th Expeditionary Operations Group, Southwest Asia 
13. August 2010 - June 2012, Commander, 314th Airlift Wing, Little Rock AFB, Ark. 
14. July 2012 - Present, Commander, Squadron Officer College & Commandant, Squadron Officer School 
                       
SUMMARY OF JOINT ASSIGNMENTS 

1. June 2003 - May 2005, Chief, Contingency Plans Branch, U.S. Transportation Command, Scott AFB, Ill, 
as a major and as a lieutenant colonel 
2. April 2008 - July 2009, Chief, European Deployment and Distribution Operations Center, U.S. European 
Command, Stuttgart, Germany, as a colonel 
 
FLIGHT INFORMATION 
Rating: Command Pilot 
Flight Hours: More than 3,300 
Aircraft: C-130E, C-130H1, C-130H2, C-130H3, C-130J, C-21, EC-130, C-141B 
 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Legion of Merit 
Bronze Star Medal with one oak leaf cluster 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal with one oak leaf cluster 
Meritorious Service Medal with one oak leaf cluster 
Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters 
Aerial Achievement Medal with two oak leaf clusters 
Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal with two bronze stars 
Iraqi Campaign Ribbon 
 
OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS 
2011 Commander of Best Air Mobility Wing, 2011 Air Mobility Rodeo 
2006 Commander of the AMC Outstanding Operations Support Squadron of the Year 
2005 Commander of the AMC Outstanding Operations Support Squadron of the Year 
1999 Outstanding Academic Award Winner, U.S. Air Force Weapons School, Class 99B, Nellis AFB, Nev. 
 
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION 
Second Lieutenant May 31, 1989 
First Lieutenant May 31, 1991 
Captain May 31, 1993 
Major Aug. 1, 2000 
Lieutenant Colonel April 1, 2004 
Colonel Sept. 1, 2008 
 
(Current as of February 2013) 
 
 


